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SERMON. 


TITUS, ii. 14. 

c wWwRO GAVE HIMSELF FOR us, THAT HE 
MIGHT REDEEM US FROM ALL INIQUITY, 
AND PURIFY UNTO HIMSELF A PECULIAR 
PEOPLE, ZEALOUS OF GOOD WORKS.” 


Tuis admirable text compriſes within its 
narrow limits the ſum and ſubſtance of the truth 
as it is in jeſus. It is ſo full and comprehenſive, 
that it may, I apprehend, be juſtly entitled an 
epitome of the everlaſting goſpel. It preſents to 
our view that illuſtrious Perſonage, on whom 
alone the hope of the guilty hangs. It reveals 
his grand deſign in the gift of himſelf for us. 
It manifeſts the extent of his redemption. It 
diſcloſes the latent purpoſes of his heart in the 
ſhedding of his blood. It exhibits the motives 
of the redeemer in the purification of his people. 
It clearly charaQerizes the perſons of the redeem- 
ed, and indiſputably proves the purity, and power 
of the goſpel of Jeſus.—In the diſcuſſion of this 


important ſubject, of which we have already 


taken 


( 4 ) 


taken a general ſurvey, it is my intention to ob- 
ſerve the following method. 

I. I Shall endeavour to eſtimate the value of 
the gift Himſelf,” 

IT. Preſent to your view the deſign of the 
giver in the beſtowment of the gift—the redemp- 
tion and purification of his people. 

III. Unfold the various purpoſes for which 
be has redeemed, and purified their perſons, 
implied in the words of my text—for © Himſelf.” 

IV. Exhibit the character of the purified . A 
peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 

I. In the execution of this plan I ſhall firſt 
endeavour to form an eſtimate of the value of 
the gift, which the Saviour. of ſinners has con- 
ferred, in the moſt ſovereign, free, and gracious 
manner, on creatures the moſt unworthy, and 
_ Uldeſerving. In order to effect my purpoſe, as 
far as it is practicable for a finite and fallible 
creature, it will be neceſſary to aſcertain its 
nature. It is evident, then, from the very letter 
of my text, that the gift, which is the object of 
our eſtimate, is the Saviour himſelf. It is equally 
clear from the context, when reſtored, by the 
aid of ſound criticiſm, from its preſent obſcurity, 
to its genuine import, its native beauty, and 
original glory, the Saviour is divine. The paſſage, 
which I ſhall adduce i in ſupport of this aſſertion, 


Wande in inmnediate connexion with the words 
of 
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of my text, and is ſtrongly expreſſive of the faint s' 
longings for the glorious appearance of their 
Lord and Saviour.“ Looking for that bleſſed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God,“ 
EVEN our Saviour Fefus Chriſt.” This clear and 
explicit teſtimony, by inconteſtibly proving the 
eternal and underived divinity of the Saviour, neceſ- 
ſarily determines the nature of the Gift. It demon 
ſtrates that it is the Driving OI T of a piving 
DONOR. It proves that He is dignified with every 

perfection 


That the Greek particle, which our tranſlators have very 
improperly rendered and, is not copulative, in this connexion, 
but exegetical, or explanatory, is evident both from the ſcope of 
the writer, and the analogy of faith. Undoubtedly it is not 
the deſign of the inſpired penman, 1n this paſſage, to repreſent 
the ſaints of God, as looking for the appearance of two diſtin 
objects, viz. that of the great God, and that of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which the preſent tranſlation zece/arily intends, Beſides it is 
unſcriptural to apply the term appearing to the great God; if, 
by that phraze, the perſon of the Father is to be underſlood : 
for the Father, in the ſacred ſcriptures, is always repreſented as 
inviſible. Moreover the original word, rendered appearing, 
is only uſed fx times in the new teſtament, in five of which, 
according to the literal meaning of the common verſion, it 1s 
excluſively applied to the Son; and I ſee no ſufficient reaſon 
that can be aſſigned why that ſhould not be the caſe bere. 
Nay ; the obvious intention of the Apoſtle, which is to repreſent 
the ſecond illuſtrious advent of copD-1zsvs, even the GREAT 
GOD-JEsVs, as the object of the ſaint's longings, and the analogy 
of faith demand, imperiouſly demand, that the copulative particle 
and ſhould be expunged from the text, and the explanatory one 
even inſerted in its flead, 


(6) ; 


perfection of deity, and adorned with every excel- 
lency of undefiled manhood, He is perfect God and 
perfeft Man in one glorious Chriſt. In the Man 


Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf a ranſom for his peo- 


ple, the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily dwelt. The 
divinity of the gift renders the ranſom immenſely 
valuable. On this account it infinitely tranſcends 
in point of value and virtue, all created things, 
whether inanimate or animate, irrational or rati- 
onal, buman or angelic. Of that part of creation 
which is inanimate, gold, filver, and precious 
ſtones are by far the moſt valuable. Valuable, 
however, as they are, they are not to be compared 
with that gift, which 1s the price of our redemp- 
tion. Gold and filver cannot effect what it does. 
They cannot deliver one ſoul from going down 
to the pit of perdition, and redeem. it to God. 
« Foraſmuch,” ſays the Apoſtle, „as ye know 
that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 


ſilver and gold from your vain converſation recei-' 


ved by tradition from your fathers ; but with the 
Precious blood of Chriſt”, Indeed, ſuch is the 
preciouſneſs of this gift, which enriches every 
believer, that, in the eſtimation of a competent 
judge, * the richeſt gems merit not a compariſon 
with it. Wiſdom, f ſays he, is more precious 
than 


Solomon. vide 1 Kings iv. 29. 34. 
+ By wiſdom we are to, underſtand Jeſus Chriſl, wes is 2 
by the Apolile the wiſdom of God, | 
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than pearls. F The intrinſic worth of one of 
theſe is immenge. For inſtance, that, which was 


ſwallowed, at one draught, by the vain Cleopatra, 


was valued at 80,0001. ſterling. That which was 
in the poſſeſſion of the Emperor of Perſia, was 
ſtill more valuable. Hiſtory informs us that it 
was bought at the enormous price of 110,400. 
The diamond, however, takes priority of every 
other ſpecies of precious ſtones. It ſtands alone 
unrivalled, in the firſt place, by the univerſal 
conſent of all nations and ages. The largeſt, 
that has yet been found, is that of the great 
Mogul; which weighs 279 carats, and is com- 
puted to be nearly worth 800,000]. If, then, 
one ſingle gem be of ſuch immenge value, how 
vaſt muſt be the amount of the united ſums 
ariſing from the reſpe&ive worth of all thoſe 
precious ſtones, which have already been dif. 
covered, or are yet entombed in the bowels of 
the earth, or the depth of the ſea! Yet, ſays Job, 
no mention ſhall be made of coral, or of pearls: for 


the price of wiſdom is above rubies. In ſuch eftima- 


tion, was Jeſus the wiſdom of God, held by the 
ancient worthies. They gave him a decided pre- 


ference to every thing that the natural man deems 


moſt valuable. They preferred him to filver 
and 
T Bochart, whom Hervey flyles a prodigy of oriental learn- 


ing, has indiſputably proved that the Hebrew word rendered 
rubies, ought to be tranſlated pearls, 


| 
| 
1 
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and Cold; to pure gold; to the gold of Ophir; 
and to jewels of fine gold; to the precious onyx, 
and the ſapphire; to the tranſparent chryſtal, 
the beautiful coral, and the brilliant pearl; the 
coſtly ruby, and the topaz of Ethiopia. Job 
xxviii. 1 5. 20. Exalted, however, as their ideas 
were, and ſtrong as their expreſlions are, of the 
preciouſneſs of Chriſt; yet, in point of elevation 
of thought, and energy of diction, in this inſtance, 
every Patriarch and prophet are far ſurpaſſed by 
the ſuperior genius of Solomon, 

Indeed, on this occaſion, in the perſon of this 
diſtinguiſhed monarch, thought and expreſſion 
ſeem to have arrived at their * ne plus ultra.” 


Human intellect can ſoar no higher; Language 


itſelf can expreſs no more. As one that had felt 
the virtue of the Saviour, and knew his value, 
he avers that the Friend of Sinners is not only 
more precious than the richeſt gems; but infi- 
nitely gaze preferable. to any thing which man 
can deſire. In his unerring judgment, all the 
precious, things that ever delighted the eye, 
charmed the ear, or captivated the heart; that 
the heavens ever brought forth, the earth ever 
yielded from within or from without, or the 
wide ocean ever produced, that are deſirable, 
that may or can be deſired by the vaſt and capa- 
cious foul of man, merit not a compariſon with 


the great God Man, ria Jeſus, who gave 


himſelf 
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himſelf for our Redemption. Hear his own 
expreſs teſtimony concerning the ſuperlative 
worth, and tranſcendant excellency of Jeſus, in 
the character of Wiſdom, delivered in that ele- 
gant ſimplicity of ſtile, which nothing can exceed. 
« Wiſdom is better than rubies; and all the 
e things that may be defired are not to be com- 
“ pared to it.” Prov. viii. 11. 

Where the ſame ſubjeR is elſewere introduced, 
he expreſſes his ſentiments in language, if poſſible, 
ſtill more energetical and comprehenſive. She 
«is more precious than rubies ; and all the things 
& thou canft deſire, are not to be compared unto 
“ Her.” Prov. iii. 15. 

As this gift tranſcends in value all inanimate 
things however precious, ſo, in point of virtue, 
it exceeds that part of creation, which is animate; 
but irrational, as birds, beaſts, &c. Under the 
law-young pigeons and turtle doves, kids and 
goats, lambs and rams, heifers and bullocks 
were ſacrificed by divine appointment. We 
have, however, a ſcriptural warrant for aſſerting 
that the legal ſacrifices did not poſſeſs ſufficient 
virtue to put away fin, purge and perfect the 
conſcience, pacify Jehovah, and inſpire the ap- 
proaching criminal with confidence. Jehovah's 
reply to Balaam's query fully eſtabliſhes the truth 
of this poſition, % Wherewith, ſays that wicked 
and idolatrous prophet, ſhall I come before the 

B Lord, 


* 
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Lord, and bow myſelf before the moſt high God? 
Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings, 
with calves of a year old? Will the Lord be 
pleaſed with thouſands of rams, for a treſpaſs 
offering, or with ten thouſands of rivers of oil, 
for a meat offering, &c.? Mich. vi. 6. 7. The 
Lord replies, „ He hath ſhewed thee, O man, 
& what is good” for theſe important purpoſes, viz. 
Jeſus, the great propitiatory ſacrifice, prefigured 
by all the various levitical oblations.* This reply, 
tho' not couched in terms poſitively negative, 
evidently amounts to a peremptory denial ; for, 
by directing bim from the typical to the real 


ſacrifice, He plainly ſaith, there is no virtue in 


the former to anſwer the purpoſes that you pro- 
poſe: atonement for ſin, and peace with God 
are made by the latter, and the latter only, It's 
evident import 1s, that no ſacrifice, however 
coſtly, but that of Jeſus, can open a way of 


acceſs to the throne of grace, obtain an entrance , 


for the coming ſinner into the holieſt, and render 
him and his ſervices acceptable to God. What 
we have here ſtated, as fact, upon the implicit 
evidence of the prophet, is fully confirmed, in 
every iota, by the moſt expreſs and cogent 


teſtimonies of the chief of the apoſtles. When | 


contraſting the law, in his epiſtle to his country- 
men, with Jeſus, its end, he ſtrongly inſiſts on 
the weakneſs and unprofitableneſs of the former, 


whilſt 
® Sec Theron and Aſpaſio, Dia, 7, 
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whilſt he ſtrenuouſly maintains the power and 
utility of the latter. The lau, ſaith he, made 


nothing perfect; but the bringing in of a better 


hope did; by the which we draw nigh to God. 
The lat neither perfefted the perſon, the conſcience, 
nor the ſervices of the worſhipper. Not his perſon : 
for the apoſtle teſtifies, that “ it is not poſſible 
that the blood of bulls and of goats ſhould take 
away fin: and there is no perfection where fin 
remains. Net the conſcience: for we are aſſured 


| from the ſame high authority, that the law, 


with its gifts and ſacrifices, which were offered 
year by year continually, could not make him 
that did the ſervice perfect, as pertaining to the 
Conſcience. Not the ſervice : for that is only © ac- 
ceptible to God by Chriſt Jeſus.” What the law 


could not effeft, Jeſus has accompliſhed. He is the 


rock, his. work is perfect. Hereby our perſons, 
conſciences, and performances are for ever perfected. 
His obedience unto death per fects our perſons. 
By one offering, ſaith Paul, He hath perfefed 
for ever them that are ſanftified. His blood 
perfefts our conſciences. The blood of Jeſus 
« Chriſt his Son, ſays John, cleanſes us from all 
& fin,” His ſacrifice perfefts our Performances: 
theroby he | hath put away the iniquity of our 
holy things.* 

Sin, that partition-wall, which ſeperates between 


God 
- ©* Exod, xxvüi. 38. 
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God and the ſoul, being thus removed by the 
better hope, we draw nigh to the Father with 
boldneſs and confidence by the faith of Jeſus.* 
Sin gives infinite offence to a pure and holy God. 
It is eternally and inexpreſfibly hateful and loath- 
ſome to his unſpotted purity. It expoſes the 
ſinner to the tremendous wrath of the offended 
Majeſty of Heaven, and renders him obnoxious 


to eternal ruin. Tis not therefore a matter of 


wonder that the awakened ſinner's firſt enquiry 
ſhould be, Will the Lord be pleaſed? ” If there 
be a finner before me whoſe conſcience is pained 
with guilt, who feels the preſent, and dreads the 
future wrath of an offended God, and is, conſe- 
quently, enquiring, will the Lord be pleaſed? I 
anſwer, He is pleaſed. Does he alk with what? 
1 reply; not with thouſands of rams, nor with 
ten thouſands of rivers of oil. In theſe God has 
no pleaſure; but in Chriſt He is well pleaſed ; on 


both theſe points the atteſtation of the Apoſtle is 


clear and explicit. Heb. x. 5. 6. 7. 10. Where- 
fore when he comes into the world, He ſaith, ſa- 
crifice and offering thou wouldeſt not; but a body 
haſt thou prepared me: In burnt offering and ſa- 
crifice for ſin thau haſt no pleaſure. Then faid I, 
lo, I come to do thy will, O God. By the which 
will we are ſanctified, through the offering of the 


body of Jeſus Chriſt, once for all. In love, that 
paſſeth 


* Ephes, iii. 12. 
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paſſeth knowledge, He gave Himſelf for us, an 


offering and a ſacrifice to God for a ſweet ſmelling 
favour. The blood of the victim was ſprinkled 
o'er the burning. throne, and the flames of vin- 
dictive wrath for ever extinguiſhed. God is now 
the very God of Peace, for Jeſus has made peace 
by the blood of the croſs. The goſpel of peace 


reveals the glorious fadt, and the ſpirit of peace 
"teſtifies it to the conſcience. Faith comes by 


hearing the teſtimony, and the ſinner now juſtifi- 
ed, has joy and peace in believing. The tran. 
ſcendent ſuperiority of the ſacrifice of Jefus to 
every inſtituted mean of legal purification, and to 


the whole ſeries of levitical oblations, is fully de- 


monſtrated by a comparitive view of their differ. 


ent effects. The apoſtle has made it appear, from 
an inſtance on record, that the utmoſt that the 
latter could effect, was to purify the fleſh, or re- 


move external and ceremonial defilement ; whilſt 
the former poſſeſſes everlaſting efficacy to cleanſe 


the moſt polluted conſcience from the fouleſt im- 


purities. © If the aſhes of an heifer ſprinkling 


the unclean, ſanctify to the purifying of the fleſh; 
how much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, who 


through the eternal Spirit offered Himſelf without 


ſpot to God, ts purge the conſcience from dead 


works, to ſerve the living God.“ 
Rich as the inanimate and irrational parts of 
creation are, yet the infant, that is dandled upon 
| the 
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the nurſe's knee, or that hangs upon its mother's 
breaſt, is infinitely more valuable than both. By 
reaſon of its immortality it's worth incomparably 
exceeds that of the whole world. What ſhall it 
profit a man if he gain the whole world and loſe 
his own ſoul? or what ſhall a man give in ex- 
change for his ſoul? 

A world is not an equivalent for an immortal 
ſoul, no nor thouſands of worlds. The redemp- 
tion of the foul is precious, and it ceaſeth for 
ever,” for aught that man can do to effect it. But 
„ Bleſlings for ever on the Lamb,” in him we 
have redemption thro' his blood; plenteous, eternal 
redemption, even the forgiveneſs of our fins, ac- 
cording to the riches of his glorious grace. He 
came to give his life a ranſom for many. The ran- 
ſom was paid, the price accepted, and we are de- 
livered... This deliverance is ſo great, that no 
being merely human, tho' diſtinguiſhed by the attri- 

bute of immortality, and therefore juſtly prefera- 
ble to millions of periſhing worlds, could have 
procured it, tho' preſented to God for the pur- 
poſe. The deluded Balaam however, ignorant of 
the juſt demerit of ſin, the rigorous requirements 
of the divine law, and the extenſive demands of 
divine juſtice, enquires of the prophet of the 
Lord whether a human ſacrifice would be accep- 
table to God for the expiation of his ſins, and 
atonement of his tranſgreſſions. Shall I give,” 
fays he, my fi/t born for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit 
of 
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of my body for the fin of my ſoul?” The climax, 
which he uſed on this occaſion, indiſputably 
proves, that he conſidered a human ſacrifice as 
far ſuperior to any that he could offer from the 
flocks. or the herds. Notwithſtanding, the an- 
ſwer of the prophet indirettly ſhews, that a human 
being, offered in ſacrifice to God, cannot redeem 
an immortal foul from fin, death, and hell; 
and is therefore infinitely exceeded in point of virtue 
by that incomparably precious gift, which 1s the 
object of our eſtimate. 

Again, angels are as much ſuperior to men as 
men are to brutes; yet angels are as unable to 
redeem fallen men as fallen men are to redeem 
fallen angels. Their ſtrength and their numbers, 
in the great work of redemption, do not avail. 
In number they are ten thouſand times ten thou- 
ſand and thouſands of thouſands; yea, according 
to the unerring teſtimony of the Spirit, an znnume- 
rable company. They are mighty in power, they 
excel in ſtrength. * Yet,” ſays an old divine, in 
plain but expreſſive language, © the work of re- 
demption is ſo weighty that it would break the 
backs of all the angels in heaven.” Arduous as 
It was, Jeſus has accompliſhed the glorious work, 
and thereby demonſtrated that his value infinitely 
tranſcends that of angels. Is it aſked why Jeſus 
is fo far ſuperior to the higheſt, as well as the 
loweſt, and every intermediate round in the vaſt. 

| ſcale 
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ſcale of creation? I anſwer his ſuperiority ariſes 
from his nature. He is divine. His divinity 
ſtamps infinite dignity on his perſon, communi- 
cates infinite merit to his mediatorial work, infi- 
nite worth to his vicarious ſacrifice, infinite vir- 
tue to his bloody death, infinite power to his pre- 
cious blood, and everlaſting efficacy to his preva- 


lent interceſſion. A believing view of the honour 


and glory with which Jeſus is crowned, will mate- 
rially contribute to aid our conception, in forming 
a proper eſtimate of the value of this precious gift. 
By faith we look unto Jeſus. By faith we ſee 
Jefus—highly diſtinguiſhed by the Father— exalt- 


ed far above all bleſſing and praiſe—and ſeated _ 


at the right hand of the Majeſty on high: an 
honour never conferred on a mere creature. 
Through this teleſcopic glaſs we look into the hea- 
ven of heavens, and behold him raiſed far above 
the higheſt order of angels, and every name by 
which any being is'named, either in this world, 
or that which is to come; above all perſons of 
diſtinction in this world, ſuch as kings, princes, &c. 
And above all the hoſt of heaven, in that which 
is to come, ſuch as angels, arch-angels, cherubirn 


and ſeraphim. 
We ſedÞfim poſſeſſed of unlimited power over 


all the works of his hands, both in heaven and 


on earth. His dominion extends to the utmoſt 


bounds of ſpace. He is the King of Kings, and. 


the 


» 
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the Lord of Lords, the governor of the hoſts 
of heaven, the head over all things to the church, 
both militant and triumphant, te hope of ſinners, 
and the dread of devils. From this view of Jeſus 
in his exaltation, having every gift at his diſpoſal, 
every bleſſing in his hand, and all things under 
his feet, with will and authority to overrule them 
for good to the church, we cannot but infer chat 
the gift of Himſelf is inexpre//ebY valuable. 

Moreover, if we take into our account the 
import of the honorary name, by. which the 
Saviour of ſinners is diſtinguiſhed, in conſe- 
quence of his perfect obedience unto death, his 
deciſive victory, and glorious triumph over all 
the powers of darkneſs; in connexion with the 
univerſality of the homage, which, ſooner or 
later, muſt be paid him, the gift will appear in- 
comparably greater ſtill. 

It is confirmed by apoſtolic teſtimony that 
the Redeemer is not only exalted to the higheſt 
pitch of honour and glory poſſible, as a reward 
of his unexampled. ſufferings, and unparalleled 
_ obedience ; but, that He is dignified with the 
moſt illuſtrious title that diſtinguiſhes any being. 
"Tis that of Jeſus, Phil. ii. 9. 10. 11 Where- 
fore God allo hath highly exalted him, and given 
him a name, which is above every name: That at 
the name of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of 
things in heaven and things in earth, and things 

C under 
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under the earth; and that every tongue ſhould 
confeſs that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord to the glory of 
God the Father.—The name [Jeſus is unqueſtion- 
ably above every other. Tt is evidently the 
moſt comprehenſive and illuſtrious of all the 
names of the Son of God. It compriſes in it 
falvation, and every attendant bleſſing. It is fo 
comprehenſive, that every other name, by which 
he is diſtinguiſhed, may be reſolved into it, and is 
aſſumed only to ſhew that He is jesU8—THE bi- 
VINE SAVIOUR. Menochius affigns a molt fatis- 
factory reaſon why Jehovah ſhould dignify the 
captain of our ſalvation, poſterior to his exalta- 
tion, with that glorious title, as a mark of hono- 
rary diſtinction, which, prior even to his incar- 
nation, characterized his office, the nature and 
end of 'his miſſion. He avers that by his 
perfect obedience unto death on the croſs, He 
became an afua! Saviour, and thereby juſtly 
merited to be called Jefus.* And certainly no 
title is ſo admirably calculated to eternize the 
Redeemer's fame, as that of Jeſus, which is fo 
fully expreſſive of his decifive victory, and glori- 
ous triumph over fin, death, the devil, grave, 
and hell, and of our conſequent complete ſalva- 
tion. Having demonſtrated by his work, which 
is honorable and glorious, his natural and acquired 
right 
In cruce faftus eſt perfefio aftu Salvator, et hoc meritus ut 

hc appellaretur, vide Pol. Syn, in loco, 
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right to univerſal empire, every creature in 
heaven, earth, and hell ſhall pay him homage, 
At the name of Jeſus every knee ſhall bow. — 
Yea, and every tongue, whether of Saint or Angel, 
Sinner or Devil, ſhall publicly confeſs by choice or 
force, his godhead, ſovereigaty, and dominion. 
From the intrinſic worth of the Saviour, from the 
high honour conferred on him, from the honorary 
title by which he is diſtinguiſhed, and the univerſal 
homage which ſhall be paid him, I infer that the 
Saviour is znexpreſſubly, yea, incomprehenſubly valu» 
able, and from my heart, with the warmeſt affec- 
tion, thank God for the unſpeakable gift. 

Having diſcuſſed the firſt topic, I proceed 

II. To preſent to your view the end of the 
giver in the beſtowment of the gift the redemp- 
tion and purification of his people. 

The people of God, like others, by nature 
and practice, are ſinners. Sin brings guilt, and 
expoſes to puniſhment. Redemption is a deli- 
verance from guilt. The way whereby ſeſus 
delivered his people was by taking their fins upon 
himſelf: in conſequence of which they are made 
innocent, or faultleſs ; as completely ſo as if they had 
ncver ſinned, This grand truth is fully eſtabliſhed 
by the direct teſtimony of the Spirit of God. 
+ Theſe were redeemed,” ſays John, from 
among men, being the firſt fruits to God and 
the Lamb. And in their mouth was, no guile; 


for 
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for they are without fault before the throne of 
God. It is written, that the Father laid upon 
Jeſus the iniquity of us all, that ke bore our fins 
in his own body ons the tree, and that by the 
ſacrifice of Himſelf He ha for ever put them 
away. By his infinitely precious death, they are 
removed as far from us as the eaſt is from the weſt. 
Vaſt and immenſe as the diſtance is between the 
eaſtern point and weſtern in the ſtarry heavens, 
ſo great is that which now ſubſiſts between our 
fins and our ſouls; © Being redeemed from the 
guilt of fin, we are conſequently delivered from 
the puniſhment. due to it. Jeſus, by being made 
fin and a curſe for us, hath redeemsd us from the 
curſe of the law. Having endured its penalty, in 
his own perſon, by the ſuffering of death, in our 
law-place, room, and ſtead, there is therefore 
now, no condemration to us that are in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Wherefore we may beldly adopt the apoſtolic. 

chalęenge, Who is he that condemneth?” Chriſt ? 

No:“ He it is that died.” His death was the 
puniſhmet of our fins, and, therefore ,with judg- 
ment we are redeemed, 

Moreover, fin brings into captivity. Redemp- 
tion is the deliverance of captives. In a ſtate of 
captivity the children of God by nature are. To 
effect their redemption Jeſus gave himſelf a ran- 
ſom. Hereby the demands of the law, under 
which they were held priſoners, were anſwered. 

An 
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An hiſtoric fact, recorded in the Roman Hiſtory, 
will illuſtrate the nature of this unparelleled act. 
When Annibal invaded Italy, he defeated the 
Roman Armies ſeveral times, and took captive 
many priſoners. At laſt the Wily Fabisus was 
ſent to meet him. Moved with compaſſion at the 
ſufferings of his gallant countrymen, whom the 
Carthagenian had loaded with heavy chains, he 
enters into a negociation with the captor, and pro- 
miſes the required ſum for their redemption.* An 
eminent hiſtorian T informs us that Fabius tranſ- 
mitted the ſtipulated ſum to Annibal, and in 
exchange received the Roman captives. As the 
African general, upon the receipt of the ranſom, 
honorably releaſed his priſoners of war; juſt ſo 
the divine Father, having received the tranſcend- 
antly valuable price of our redemption, the pre- 
cious, precious blood of Chriſt, with infinite 
honour to every perfection of deity, releales the 
lawful captives. The word of command is given, 
looſe them, and let them go. Deliver them from going 
down to the pit, I have found a ranſom. When 
this plenteous and eternal redemption is actually 
revealed by the Spirit of God in the conſcience, 
the priſoner is diſcharged. Jeſus is manifeſted 
to his heart as the deliverer that ſhould come 


out of Sion, In Him He finds redemption thro' 


his 


® See Hooke's roman hiſtory of the ſecond punic war, Chap. eo. 
+ See Plutarch's life of Fabius, 
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his blood, even the forgiveneſs, - the full, free, 
and euerlaſting forgiveneſs of his fins. Having 
his numerous offences forgiven thro' the Saviour's 
blood, his iniquities ſubdued, his inordinate 
affections cruciſied, and the members of the old 
man mortified, he loves his great deliverer, 
and cleaves unto the Lord with full purpoſe of 
heart. Sin not only renders it's {ubjctt guilty, 
expoſes him to puniſhment, and brings him into 
captivity; but contaminates and defiles him. 

Being /anful, we are, of courſe, polluted creatures. 
The ſtains of fin are ſo fout and deep, that nitre 
and much ſope cannot efface them, Jeſus, how- 
ever, has given himſelf for us, to purify as well 
as redcem us from all iniguity. For this important 
purpoſe He has ſhed his precious blood, and at 
the expence of his life, has opened a fountain 
for ſin and uncleanneſs, This fountain is filled 
with Immanuel's blood, As it is the blood of 
the GREAT cob JESUS, it policſles endleſs and 
Bound leſs virtue. As fin defiles every thing that 
it touches, ſo this blood perfectly cleanſes every 
thing to which it is applied. The deepeſt ſtains 
of the fouleſt ſins are hereby readily and eafily 
expunged, and fo completely that not a veſlige of 
them remains. Sins of a ſcarlet hur, horrible in 
their nature, and highly aggravated, thro' the 
medium of, this blood, become as white as ſnow; 


and ſinners, whole crimes are as red as crimſon, 
double 
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double dyed, ſuch. as che atrocious murderers of 
the Son of God, are hereby rendered as free from 
ſtain as the pureſt wool. The Pſalmiſt carries the 
idea {till higher. Purge me with hy ſſop“ (allud- 
ing to its typical uſe in cleanſing the leper, &c.) 
and I ſail be clean; waſh me“ in the Saviour's 
blood, which purges the conſcience, puriſies the 
heart, and cleanſes from all fin, and 1, EVEN Is 
ſhall be whiter than the new fallen ſnow. 

The Church of Chriſt, wa/ked by humfelf, in lus 
own blocd, is perfettly cleanſed from all her impu- 
rities, and preſented to himſelf a - cLorzous 
cCaURCH. Thus purified with the waſhing of 
water thro' the word, the bridegroom addreſſes 
her in language at once expreſſive of lis intenge 
aſfection, and her tranſcendent beauty. Thou art 
ALL FAIR, my love, there is NO sror in thee. 

It is mcumbent upon me 

III. To unfold the various purpoſes for which 
Jeſus has redeemed and purified the perſons of 
his people, implied in theſe expreſſive words 
for Himſelf.“ | 

He has redeemed and purified them for his own 
ſervice. He has delivered them from the lav,“ 
thro it's death, in order that they mav ſerve their 
covenant God and Father in newneſs of ſpirit, and 
not in the oldneſs of the letter. Having obeyed from 
the heart the form of ſound dottrine delivered 


-untoa 
Rom. vii. 6. 


a 


unto them, and aſſumed, like melted metal, the 


mould into which they have been caſt, f they ſerve 


God with their ſpirits in the goſpel of Jeſus. The 
whole revealed will of God is the rule of their conduct. 
Being partakers of a divine nature, their deſires 
and their prayers perfectly correſpond with thoſe 
of Epaphras, .' That they may ſtand perfect and 
complete in all the will of God.” This ſervice is 
not flavery; but, as it is well expreſſed in the 
book of Common Prayer, Perfect freedom.“ 
Being delivered out of the hands of our enemies, 


we ſerve God without ſervile fear in righteouſneſs 


and true holineſs. Having our conſciences purged 
by the blood of the Lamb, and the love of God 
ſhed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, we 
ferve our covenant God and Father in private, do- 
meſtic, and public atts of ſpiritual worſhip, Being 
not our own, but bought with a price, we dedicate 
ourſelves to him, that gave himſelf for us. Quick- 
ened by Jeſus we preſent our bodies @ living ſa- 
crifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which we 
account à reaſonable ſervice. In Chriſt we have 
grace, and from him we receive it, to ſerve God ac- 
ceptably, with reverence and godly fear. As 
Jeſus has redeemed and purified us for his ſervice, 
ſo alſo for his delight. The perſons of the redeem- 
ed were the objects of the ſpecial love of Jeſus be- 

fore 
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fore all worlds;* but, in order to it's manifeſtation, 
it was indeſpenſably neceſſary that the law ſhould 
be magnified, and juſtice ſatisfied. Tho' ſons of 
God, and brethren of Jeſus, yet they were under 
the law and could not receive the adoption of ſons, 
to which they were predeſtinated, nor the ſpirit of 
adoption, to witneſs the relation; but thro' the medi- 
um of redemption. Therefore, when the fulneſs of 
time was come, God ſent forth his Son, made of 
a woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of ſons. In conſequence of his love we 
are called to fellowſhip with him. He taketh plea- 
fare in our perſons, and delighteth in our ſervices, 
„The Lord,” ſays David, * taketh pleaſure in his 
people, and © The prayer of the upright,” ſays 
David's Son, © z his delight.” The bridegroom, 
charmed with the incomparable beauty of his 
bride, thus exclaims in the language of ardent 
alfection, „How pleaſant art thou, O love, for de- 
lights.” In order to manifeſt the ſtrength and 
fervour of his love, he has given her a new name, 
expreſſive of lis peculiar regard. Tis that of 
Heenz1BAH, which is, being interpreted, My p- 
LIGHTZ5 1N HER. Another purpoſe for which Jeſus 
has redeemed and purified his people is, that they 
may be @ reſidence for himſelf. When the Lord 
choſe Zion, this was one grand ſubordinate end 
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which he had in view. He himſelf aſſerts, that he 
defired it for an habitation. This is the myſtic hill, 
Which is as Bafhan. It is eminent, fertile, and beau- 
tiful, like that delightful mount. This is the hill which 
God deferath to dwell in; yea, the Lord will dwell 
in il for ever. He hath redeemed Zion with judg- 
ment, ſpoiled upon the croſs the principalities and 
powers of hell, led captivity captive, and received 
gifts for the rebellious, that the Lord God might 
dwell among them. By his ſpirit He reſcues Sion 
from the power of the enemy, builds up the walls 
that were broken down, and forms it into a dwelling 
for n1MSELF, an habitation of cop thro' the Spirit. 
Chriſt dwells in the hearts of his people by Faith, 
and here he will make his abode. This is my reſt for 
ever, and here WII IL I DWELL, The glory of his 
name is, however, the grand purpoſe for which the 
people of God are redeemed and purified. In the 
redemption of the church by his precious blood 
He is glorified in the higheſt. His glory, as coDMAN, 
from this tupendous work ſhines forth with inex- 
preſſible brightneſs and luſtre. Every perfettion 
of deity is hereby diſplayed in a manner that infi- 
nitely tranſcends angelic conception. In conſe- 
quence of this unparalleled achfevement, Jeſus is 
crowned with glory and honour, whilſt myriads 
of redeemed men, and ele& angels, chant the 


praiſes of the triumphant conqueror. At the laſt 
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day he ſhall-come to be glorified in his ſaints, and 


to be admired of all them that believe. 

It remains for me 

IV. To exhibit to you the character of the 
redeemed, a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. 

They are diſtinguiſhed by the epithet peculiar 
from the reſt of mankind in conſequence of. 
being loved with a peculiar love. It repreſents 
them as the objects of the great love of God. Its 
dimenſions are neither known nor knowable. The 
longeſt line of finite underſtanding cannot com- 
prehend it.— It is love that paſſes knowledge, —To 
this beloved people he grants peculiar nearneſs, The 
Pſalmiſt deſcribes the redeemed as a people“ near 
to the Lord.” Jeſus is nearly related unto them, 
He is their Father, their Brother, and their Huſband. 
He indulges them as his children, his brethren, and 
his bride, with free acceſs to him. He calls them 
to /ellow/hip and communion with him in all that He 
is, and has. He gives them to tafte that he is 
gracious, to feed on his fleſh, ta feaſt on his bounty, 
to drink of the wine of his love, to recline on has 
' boſom, and lean on his arm, He encourages them 
to come to him in every time of need with bold- 
neſs, to pour out their ſouls before him, and aſk 
what they will at his hands. He aſſures them that 
He is their ſun, and ſhield, and that no good thing 
will He withold from them that walk uptigb tiy. 


He 
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He confers upon them peculiar benefits, He par- 
dons all their fins, heals all their diſeaſes, redeems 
them from deſtruction, crowns them with loving 
kindneſs and tender mercies, ſatisfies their ſouls 
with good things, renews their ſtrength like the 
eagle's, gives unto them beauty for aſhes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praiſe 
Jor the ſpirit of heavineſs. In a word, he blefſes- 
them with all ſpiritual bleſſings, abundantly ſup- 
plies all their wants loads them with benefits, 
and finally faves them in Himſelf with an ever- 
laſting ſalvation. Moreover, they are zealous 
of good works. The ſubject of good works has 
been much miſrepreſented, and is, I fear, till 
much miſunderſtood. Profeſſors themſelves are 
not ſufficiently acquainted with their nature, uſe, 
and end. What then is the diſtinguiſhing character 
of a good work? I anſwer, it is a work done 
from a right motive, by a Tight rule, and directed to 
a proper end. Its motive is the love of God, its 
rule is the word of God, and its end is the glory of 
God. So eſſentially neceſſary are theſe proper- 
ties to conſtitute a good work, that the want of 
one of them would render the moſt benevolent, 
liberal, and ſplendid act abſolutely unprofitable 
to the agent.“ Though I give all my goods to 
feed the poor, and my body to be burned, and 
have not love, it profiteth me nothing.” It fol- 
* courſe, that none but good men can do good 


works ; 
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works ; all others are deſtitute of the principle of 
ation, Men are compared to trees in the word 
of God: good men to good trees, and bad men 
to corrupt trees, as thorns, &c. The good works 
of good men correſpond with the good fruit of 
good trees, and vice verſa. Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of the thiltle, or bramble 
buſh? No: it would be the part of an ideot 
to ſeek ſuch delicious fruit on trees fo corrupt, 
It is equally abſurd to expect that a bad man ſhould 
do good works. If the man be bad, his works can- 
not be good, It. is as glaring a contradittion to 
aſſert that a bad man may do good works, as to 
maintain that a corrupt tree may bring forth good 
fruit, as the thorn--grapes, or the thiſtle--figs. The 
next queſtion, which will ariſe on this ſubjeR, is, 
What are the uſes of good works? I anſwer, 
hereby we evidence the ſincerity of our pro- 
feſſion; manifeſt the life, purity, and power of 
our faith; expreſs our gratitude to God for 
benefits received; filence oppoſers, convince 
gainſayers, conquer the ſtrongeſt prejudices of 
the ignorant againſt the truth of God, and fre- 
quently win the diſobedient to an acknowledgment, 
approbation, and reception of it.—In a word, by 
an external converſation conformable to the 
divine will, we are rendered uſeful to the church, 
beneficial to the community, and honourable to 


God, Is it aſked what end the believer (jo called 
by 
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by reafon of living by what he believes, and not by 
what he does) has in view in doing good works? 
I reply, he does not perform good works either 
to ju/tzfy his perſon, or to ſave his foul, The 
truth is, he can do no good works till he be firſt 
juſtified by faith. How,” ſays the pious biſhop 
Beveridge, can I be juſtified by my works, 
*when I can do no good works till I be firſt 
Juſtified.” Neither does a believer work for 
ſalvation; but being faved by grace thro' faith, 
he has the means of performing, and is thoroughly 
furniſhed to all good works. The grace of God 
that bringeth ſalvation has appeared unto him, 
and taught him to deny ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and god- 
hly in this preſent world. He is the workman- 
ſhip of God, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that he 
ſhould walk in them. He propoſes no ſelfiſh ends 
in the performance of natural, civil, relative, 
moral, religious, and ſpiritual actions; but in 
the diſcharge of every incumbent duty he uni- 
formly aims at the glory of God,—Unlike the 
antient phariſee and the modern legaliſt, (hypo- 
critical devotees I) He does not faſt and pray, give 
tythes and alms, to be eſteemed and applauded 
by men; but whether he eats or drinks, or what- 
ſoever elſe he does, he does all to the glory of 
God. The glory of Jehovah is the ultimate end, 


at 
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at which the believer, in his general conduct, 
aims, and he does not miſs the mark; for being 
fruitful in every good word and work, he glori- 
fies God, who works in him to think, to ſpeak, 
and to act. Herein,” ſays our Lord, © is my 
& Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit.” It 
appears from the doctrine of this infallible 
teacher, that our capacity for bearing fruit entirely 
depends upon our union and communion with 
Jeſus. “ Abide in me, and I in you, as the 
branch cannot bear fuit of itſelf, except it abide 
in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide 
in me.” It is cqually clear that the quantity of 
fruit borne by each myſtical branch in the living 
vine, will be in exact proportion to the degree 
of communion which obtains between them. 
The ſaved ſinner that lives muck on Chriſt, and 
that enjoys intimate fellowſhip and cloſe communion 
with Him, will be abundantly fruitful. * I am the 
vine, ye are the branches. He that abideth in me, 
and I in him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit.“ 

The term abideth, in the paſſage cited, is not 
expreſſive of the ſtate of a believer ; but of his 
habit of life: for many abide in union with Chriſt 
that bear fruit, which is good in quality, tho' the 
quantity is not great: on the other hand, he, who 
habitually abides in Chriſt by beh:eving, and in whoſe 
heart Chriſt dwells by faith, will bring forth good 
fruit, and much of it: for ws HIM is our Fruit 
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Another end, tho' of a ſubordinate kind, at 
which the believer aims in the performance of 
good works, 1s to teſtify his gratitude to God for 
mercies received. The language of his grateful 
ſoul is, what ſhall I render to the Lord for 
all his benefits toward me? Had I an equivalent, 
I would readily give it. The feelings of his 
mind are finely expreſs'd by the poetic Watts. 


„Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a preſent far too ſmall, 
« Love ſo amazing, fo divine, 
* Demands my ſou!, my life, my all.” 


Reſcued from the loweſt hell, enrich'd with the 
incorruptible inheritance of an eternal heaven, 
loaded in the interim with benefits of incalculable 
value, he feels himſelf laid under infinite obliga- 
tions to ſurrender himſelf, body, ſoul, and ſpirit, 
gift and grace, time and talents, all that he has, 
and all that he 1s, to him, who has loved him and 
given himſelf for him. Saved in the Lord with 
an everlaſting ſalvation, he offers unto God a 
libation of praiſe, and calls upon the name- of 
the Lord. Redeemed from death by the blood 
of the Saviour, he is defirous of ſhewing forth 
the praiſe of his deliverer, not merely by his lips: 
but by his life. Thou haſt delivered,” ſays 
& David, my ſoul from death, mine eyes from 
« tears, and my feet from falling ; I will walk 
e before God in the land of the living.” The be- 


liever alſo aims to adorn the dotrine of God 
p | | - our 
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our Saviour in all things. He ſucceeds in his 
deſign ſo far as his ſpirit and his walk are conſiſt- 
ent with the nature of the goſpel. That ſpirit 
which is peculiarly ornamental to the goſpel of 
our ſalvation, is a ſpirit of meekneſs and quiet- 
neſs. This is an ornament which 1s in the fight 
of God of great price, In this manner holy wo- 
men, in old time, who truſted in God, adorned 
themſelves, and hereby reflefted the higheſt 
honour on that goſpel, which was the inſtrumental 
cauſe of thoſe lovely features in the hidden man 
of the heart, which rendered them infinitely 
amiable, in the fight of God and man. As the 
royal robe diſtinguiſhes the monarch, juſt ſo good 
works adorn both the charafter of the believer, 
and the goſpel that he believes. —Theſe were the 
ornaments with which the apoſtle willed that 
women profeſling godlineſs ſhould be adorned. 
This volition of that man of God was undoubt- 
edly determined by his peculiar regard for the 
glory of the Lord and the credit of the goſpel, 
The reputation of the doftrine of the Saviour, 
as well as the glory of his perſon and kingdom, 
lay near to his heart. He had felt it to be the 
power of God to the ſalvation of his ſoul, and 
therefore was peculiarly deſirous that it's profeſs d 
friends of every rank ſhould grace it with a 
converſation becoming, conſiſtent, ornamental. 
Perſuaded that even perſons of the loweſt order 
might eſſentially ſubſerve the intereſt of the 
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Redeemer, he enjoined Titus to exhort proſeſſing 

ſervants, by a conſcientious diſcharge of every relative 
duty, to adorn - the doctrine of God their Saviour. 
Tit. ii. 9. 10. Exhort ſervants to be obedient 
unto their own Maſters, and to pleaſe them well in 
all things; not anſwering again; not purloining, 
but ſhewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn 
the dofirine of God our Saviour in all things.” 

The people of God, that believe, love, and 
enjoy the truth, are not only thoroughly furniſhed, 
prepared, and ready, for every good word and 
work, but are zealous in the-performance of them. 

Zeal is that vehement fervour, or burning heat of 
affeftion, which ſtands: directly oppoſed in the 
ſacred volume, to a fluctuating neutrality,* a cold 
indifference, + and loathſome lukewarmneſs I with 
reſpett to divine things. It appears from the repre- 
ſentation of John, that, in the religious world, God 

never formed a middle clime : || I know thy works 

V4 thou art neither cold nor lot: I would thou were 

-that cold or hot. So then, becauſe thou art luke, 
warm, and neither cold nor hot, I will ſpue thee out of 
& my mouth.” Are the redeemed of the Lord puri- 
hed by the blood of Chriſt from dead works, to ſerve 
the living God? They are fervent in ſpirit, ſeruing 
ile Lord. Do they pray? Baptized with the fprit 
of. burning, their prayers are not formal and frigid, 
but affefionate and fervent. Are they called to 
„ Kings, wii. /21,—+, Adds, viii. 17.—1 Rev, iii. 16. 16. 
| An Allufon to Ovid's Repreſentation of the material World, 
| Met. B. 1. Fab. a. | 
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preach the everlaſting goſpel to their fellow ſinners ? 
Their lips being touched with a live coal from off 
the altar, Apollos-like, fervent in ſpirit, they ſpeak 
and teach diligently the things of the Lord. Do 
they love the brethren ? It is with fervent affeftion. 
Do they regard the Miniſters of the word ? It is 
with a fervent mind. Do they love the adorable 
Saviour ? It is with ardent affeftion ; with a flame 
of love that many waters cannot quench, nor floods 
drown. Are they warranted to kope for the beſt 
gifts ? They fervenily deſire them. Are they ex- 
horted to abound in every good work ? They 
zealouſly aſſect every good thing, and are careful to 
maintain good works. Having diſcuſſed the ſeveral 
propoſitions of this important ſubject, I ſhall 
conclude this diſcourſe with 
A BRIEF ADDRESS. 
Beloved, permit me to propoſe to you a mo- 
mentous queſtion, which was once put, with a 
little variation, by the apoſtle of the gentiles, to 
a crowned head. Believe ye the prophets 2” With 
one voice they teſtify of Jeſus. To him give 
all the prophets witneſs, that thro' his name 
* whoſo-ver believeth in him ſhall receive re- 
* miſhon of Sins” The queſtion is propoſed; but 
my ſituation prevents me from receiving your 
anſwer. I'll therefore reply on behalf of ſeveral © 
of my auditors in the affirmative language of 
the apoſtle, I now that you believe, e to the 
* javing of the foul.” By believing the teſtimony 
of the fpirit concerning Jeſus, ye have received 
the ineſtimable gift, * As therefore ye have received 
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* Chriſt Jeſus the Lord o walk in him.” Walk in 


the Lord by faith, ſo that ye may walk worthy of 
bim unto” all pleaſing, being fruitful in every 
good work, and increaſing in the knowledge of 
God. As ye have believed chro- grace, “ There- 
fore my beloved brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, un. 
© moveable, aiwgys abounding in the work of the 
Lord; foralmuch as ye know that your labour 


© is not in vain: in the Lord.“ But this is not 


true of all: for, fays the apoſtle, “ all men have 
* not faith.” They, therefore, that have it not, 
are yet in their fins. And the faithful witneſs 


avers, that, i, we believe not in him, we muſt die in 


our fins. To you, therefore, that have not re- 
ceived the truth in the love of it, I ſay, in the 
name, and from the authority of the eternal God, 
that cannot lie, that pe are dead in fin, dead in law, 
and in extreme danger of: everlaſting death. May 
God awaken you to a feeling ſenſe of your loſt 
eſtate, undone condition, and. imminent peril ! 
There is but a fteþ between your and death corporeal 
and eternal. Pour fert are upon the threſhold of 
etermiy, your fouls upon the verge of an eternal hell, 
and uft ready to ſin into the burning lake, where 
the worm diet nor, and the fire is xoT quenched. 


hot to the ſenfeble ſinner I ſay, © Come and welcome 
Tar Fefus Chriſt. Tho' vile as Magdalen, bloody as 
Maneſſth, wicked as Bunyan, He wilt noT reject 


the:;* He is the! firm and tried friend of ſinners. 
He /avesthe nE: He receives the WORST, THIS 
$:G0D<MAN 7ecezueth finners.'9 FE63 


GLORIA AGNO, 


N 


